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The President’s Question: 
How cold does it get in Maine? 

Frank Kearney, 2016 President 
 
 Hi All, greetings once again from deep in 
Aroostook County. Yes, summer 2016 is really flying by. 
I trust that as administrators and operators of public water 
and wastewater systems, you spent the summer on things 
that you can’t get done when the thermometer does the 
deep dive. Remember, it can get so cold in Maine that you 
can actually see politicians with their hands in their OWN 
pockets! That’s a really cold day you know where! So 
while summer is short, we still have to dig in and get it 
done. Most states don’t have construction seasons to deal 
with, they can do it all year long. We can’t. 
      I’ve had the privilege this year to preview the 
draft of the American Society of Civil Engineers report 
card for Maine’s municipal drinking water infrastructure. 
It is, once again, a mixed report, but with many important 
messages for people in Maine.   
 Part of the good news is that we are doing lots. 
We aren’t sitting on our hands without a plan and we 
aren’t just leaning on our shovels. We are doing most of 
the things necessary to properly care for and replace our 
aging infrastructure. We just aren’t able to do nearly 
enough, and don’t have the collective intestinal fortitude 
to put our arms all the way around our infrastructure 
problems. More on that later.  
 There is a bit more good news in the report. The 
information shows Maine to be well above the national 
average of health-based compliance scores for public 
water systems. Pat yourselves on the back for that one, but 
one is left wondering just how we do that because we are 
so badly lacking in funding, and here comes the bad news.   
 On average, the DWSRF program is able to fund 
about 50% of the projects for which funding is requested. 
That means hundreds of millions of dollars’ worth of 
needed improvements are well past due for funding, 
though we are doing very well so far with what we have. 
 The report will be revealed over the next few 
months as a part of Maine’s Infrastructure Report Card. 
Please, take time to learn the information it contains, then 
talk it up. Use every opportunity to talk to your elected 
officials about it. Use it to talk to your boards and 
councils. Use it to talk to your customers. We should just 

mail it out, I think it would get more attention than our 
CCR’s get. Couldn’t get much less.  
 Now back to that intestinal fortitude comment I 
made earlier.  
 Meaningful replacement of Maine’s aging water 
and wastewater infrastructure would mean doubling the 
funding now available. That seems impossible in the 
current political and social climate. 
 Even if we could access plenty of affordable cash 
for projects, utilities would have to take the bold step of 
planning infrastructure upgrades much more aggressively. 
Tearing up the town, so to speak. That means raising rates 
on nearly an annual basis. Face it, that’s quite beyond the 
comfort zone of most of us at the local level. Here’s why it 
is for me.  
 I’ve calculated, very roughly and unscientifically, 
that rates would need to double in Presque Isle every 10 
years, for at least 30 years, to get close to replacement of 
all pipes and standpipes, currently older than 50 years, by 
2050. That’s 10 percent annually. That would mean a 
quarterly water rate of over $300 by 2050. I’ll bet the 
moss on my tombstone that rates won’t be half that in 30 
years. We just can’t seem to enlist customer participation 
to the point where they would accept annual rate increases 
to buy a safe reliable public water system for the future. 
 Plus, it’s not really possible to know the true cost 
of replacing all the public assets involved when you dig in 
the street. What I mean is that replacing water or sewer 
almost always drives other needs. There are other things in 
the street with your water and sewer stuff that will be 
worked on, whether the owners want to or not. Storm 
drains, communication lines, electric lines, gas lines, 
sidewalks, aerial utilities, traffic signals, and resurfacing 
are often affected when one utility needs replacement. But 
the same taxpaying citizens and utility customers have to 
pay the bill. So simply replacing water and sewer lines is a 
fraction of the final cost, which the report card will reveal.    
 I always assure my Trustees that while we sure 
have a significant percentage of 100-year-old pipe in our 
water distribution systems, we won’t be suffering from 
wide water service outages. Why not?  Because we are 
experts at fixing broken pipe. That’s what we do and we 
all do it very well. Most of us have it down to a science. A 
whole industry has been built around fittings and gadgets 
designed only for water main repairs. But repair costs and 
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service outages take a huge toll on the budget and on customer 
satisfaction. Hopefully, we get to the point where repair parts can gather 
dust on the shelf because we have finally replaced that last stick of cast 
iron water main.  
 Only through periodic analysis, such as the Infrastructure report 
card provides, can we remain aware of the need. It’s important to stay 
aware. It should be part of our public outreach every chance we get.  
 So watch for the report. Study it and teach others. If you’re in 
this business to ride along smoothly for the next 20 years, better find 
another line of work. The coming years will demand awareness and 
action. I believe we’re up to the task. Get ready to do your fair share.  

The Annual Golf Tournament and Clambake 

 The weather pattern of recent years continued for 2016. Rain for 
golf, spectacular weather for the clambake. In a shocking development 
on the golf course, the EJP team normally made up of Mike Pelkey, 
Brian and Josh McGuire and Porter Gervais was not available to defend 
their title of 8 straight years. The new team made up of Mike Pelkey, 
Josh McGuire, Porter Gervais, and newcomer Parker Sanderson were 
unable to score in the money. They were soundly beaten by a team 
captained by Steve Sloan. The other members of the winning foursome 
were Matt Timberlake, Ryan Wingard and Mark Holt. This year’s 
recipient of the “Scrambler Jacket” was Steve Sloan. 
  

 
2016 Golf Tournament Results 

1st Place Team  2nd Place Team  
Matt Timberlake  Peter Goodwin 

Mark Holt  Keith Levasseur 

Ryan Wingard  Greg Leighton 

Steve Sloan  Steve Cox 
   

3rd Place Team   Closest to Pin  
Dave Riter  #3 - Justin Perry 6’9” 

Ryan Tweedie  #8 - Andrew Dorr 14’11” 

Justin Perry  #11 - Rick Knowlton 4’7” 

Chip Witwicki   
   

Women’s Long Drive  Men’s Long Drive 
Lanie Bridges  Justin Perry 

1st Place Team: S. Sloan, M. Holt, R. Wingard, M. Timberlake 
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 The Clambake had a glitch when the truck 
delivering the lobsters had a flat but Bill Young and 
Company was able to deliver our meals mostly on time. 
 The Bocce Ball tournament proved once again to 
be a hotly contested affair as Lincoln Water edged out 
Auburn Water.  We would once again like to thank the 
Brunswick and Topsham Water District for their generosity 
in hosting this event. We would also like to thank all the 
sponsors of golf and various hosts at the clambake. In 
addition the Public Awareness Committee was able to raise 
several hundred dollars for the scholarship fund. Lastly 
thanks to the Program Committee and Barb Farrell of 
MWUA. There is a lot of planning that goes into these 
events and they make it seem easy. Until next year, be well. 

Clambake 2016: Ray Raposa, Chris Hodgson 

  

1st Place  

Bocce Team: 

Lincoln Water. 

Denise Day, 

Frank Nicastro, 

Jeff Day,  

Kim Nicastro 

  

2nd Place   

Bocce Team: 

Auburn Water. 

Forrest Martin, 

Charlie Young, 

Andy Farris, 

Steve Bell 

Clambake 2016: David Gardner, Mike Pelkey and Don Tracy 

http://www.tisales.com/
http://www.hdswaterworks.com/
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October Meeting to be held in South Berwick 

 The October Bi-Monthly meeting will be held at 
Spring Hill on October 13th, 2016. The business meeting 
will feature a presentation of the 2017 budget and the report 
of the Nominating Committee. Depending on whether there 
is a quorum present, there may be a vote on the candidates. 
  This November local and statewide referendums 
may have an impact on water utilities.  The technical 
session will cover the Fluoridation referendum that will be 
on the ballot in 7 communities in York County.  and the 
statewide Marijuana referendum. The  Kennebunk, 
Kennebunkport & Wells Water District (KKWWD) has 
taken a position against continuing its current practice of 
adding fluoride to its drinking water.  Norm Labbe P.E., 
Superintendent of KKWWD, will discuss the District’s 
stance and experience with the referendum.  
 Medical marijuana is legal in Maine and, in fact, 
small amounts of marijuana possession also are permitted 
in a few communities and will be on a statewide 
referendum. What can municipal employers do when 
confronted with the fact that employees are using 
marijuana, legally? Attorneys from the firm Preti Flaherty 
will discuss Marijuana in the Workplace.  
 The registration form is included in this newsletter.  
We hope to see you there! 

Nominating Committee Offers Slate for 2017 

The Nominating Committee has selected a slate 
of candidates as nominees for Directors for three year 
terms, starting in 2017.  

There are three seats to be filled on the Board. 
The terms of Rick Anair of Greater Augusta Utility 
District, Alan Hitchcock of Caribou Utilities District and 
Frank Kearney of Presque Isle Utilities District expire at 
the end of the calendar year. Anair became a Director 
January 2015 (a 2-year term), and Hitchcock and 
Kearney became Directors January 2014. The Committee 
has selected the following candidates: Rick Anair, Senior 
Engineering Technician at Greater Augusta Utility 
District; John Leach, Superintendent at South Berwick 
Water District; and Brian McGuire, Superintendent at 
Houlton Water Company. 

Nominations for Directors are presented at the 
October Meeting by the Nominating Committee or from 

the floor by any member. The by-laws require that the 
membership be notified, in writing, of the committee’s 
selections for the nomination of Directors at least ten days 
prior to the October meeting. Eligible candidates who can 
be nominated from the floor include Associate, 
Individual, Retired and Honorary Members of the 
Association who are members in good standing. 

Current Directors whose terms expire at the end 
of 2017 include Mike Broadbent of Auburn Water and 
Sewerage Districts and Jim Wallace of Portland Water 
District. 

Current Directors whose terms expire at the end 
of 2018 include Scott Abbotoni of Great Salt Bay 
Sanitary District and Jefferson Longfellow of Kennebec 
Water District.  

UFO Meeting to Follow Bi-Monthly Meeting 

 The Utilities Finance Officers (UFO) Group 
plans  to  meet  immediately following  the  October 13th  
Bi-Monthly Meeting at Spring Hill in South Berwick. 
The UFO meeting agenda is included in this newsletter 
on the back of the Bi-Monthly Meeting registration form.  
 The UFO extends an invitation to all in 
attendance for the bi-monthly meeting to also attend the 
UFO meeting. The meeting will be in the same facility 
and will begin at 1:30 PM.  

http://www.ejprescott.com/
http://www.mainestart.org/
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The Staff Report  

 Good day to all. Starting with this month’s Maine 
Water News we will be adding a new feature to our 
newsletter. As evidenced by the title above it will be called 
The Staff Report. What can you expect from this new 
feature?  It will be the intent of this feature to give you a 
feel for what is happening within your association. Keeping 
your finger on the pulse of what is happening and what you 
can expect as we collectively move forward. It may also 
include some editorials from Barb or me on things, 
whatever they may be. It will include spotlights on different 
members that are involved in personal voluntary/charitable 
efforts. It might include features on different systems that 
are members. At times it will be focused and serious at 
other times it will be light and fun. It will also involve 
guest’s editorials or musings. We hope you will enjoy, and 
maybe even look forward to the “Staff Report”. 
 On September 14th we will be hosting a Committee 
Chairs Meeting. As our association grows, it has become 
very obvious that better coordination will be needed to 
make sure we are meeting the needs of our membership. 
We will be asking the Chairs to schedule their committee 
meetings 12 months at a time. This schedule will then be 
posted on our website, within our newsletter and 
Conferences Annual Calendar. This calendar will include 
committee meetings, listing of all bi-monthly meetings, and 
board of director’s meetings. By the way, our conferences 
calendar will be renamed “Events”. We feel this will assist 
our committees to avoid potential conflicts in the future 
with other activities.  
 In addition to the committee schedules, the Board 
has requested that all committees be involved in planning 
training sessions for our annual conference. The Board feels 
that this will greatly enhance the quality of our annual 
conference. Planning for this event is a huge undertaking. 
The Program Committee has done an outstanding job for 
many years, and we all certainly appreciate the herculean 
efforts that they have put into this event. By having all 
committees assist with planning, the belief is each 
committee will focus on their “expertise.” The Public 
Awareness Committee will focus on public issues, 
Technology Committee on technical offerings, Water 
Resources Committee on water issues, and so on. There 

will also be additional benefits to the approach. It will 
create collaboration between committees with a singular 
goal of bringing our membership closer together.  
 Although the following has been in place for a 
few months, we would also like membership to know 
that the Board has involved itself in all committee 
happenings. The Board felt this would allow them to 
offer support to our committees at a higher level.  Each 
board member is now a liaison between the Board and 
each committee. The committee liaisons are as follows: 

Frank Kearney - Legislative & Regulatory  Affairs  
Rick Anair - Program  
Jim Wallace - Education & Operations  
Jefferson Longfellow - Public Awareness  

McNelly, Raposa Named Honorary Members 

On August 4th, 2016 the Maine Water Utilities 
Association Board of Directors voted unanimously to 
appoint both Jeff McNelly and Ray Raposa as honorary 
members of our Association. Jeff is the former Executive 
Director of MWUA and Ray Raposa is the former 
Executive Director of NEWWA and now a resident of 
Maine. 

Under Article III Section 3.7 an Honorary Member 
has voting rights, may accept committee assignments and 
may hold office. Under Article VII, Section (d) An 
Honorary Member shall pay no dues. 

We consider it an honor to have these gentlemen 
with their professional experience and credentials as 
Honorary Members of Maine Water Utilities Association. 
 Please join us in congratulating them! 

http://www.aehodsdon.com/html/welcome.html
http://www.dirigoengineering.com/
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Water Operator Licensing Exam  
Scheduled for Presque Isle 

 The Board of Licensure of Water System Operators 
will be offering its annual “paper exam” on November 15, 
2016, at the Maine DEP Offices at 1235 Central Drive, in 
Presque Isle, from 9am – 3pm. The exam will be for all 
classification levels, treatment and distribution.  
 Applications are available online at 
www.medwp.com or contact the Julia Kimball at (207) 287
-5699 or by email at Julia.kimball@maine.gov. 
 Be sure to fill in all fields of the application 
completely and neatly. Incomplete or illegible forms will be 
returned. There is a non-refundable fee of $95.00 for each 

Mike Broadbent - Water Resources 
Scott Abbotoni - Technology   

 Already we have seen very positive results from 
the Board’s direct involvement with our very important 
committees. 
 There are several committees that are looking for 
additional members. Specifically, Public Awareness 
Committee and Program Committee. If you have interest, 
call the office and we’ll assist in getting you involved. 
 Please note, the Program Committee has recently 
issued a Call For Papers for the 2017 Annual Conference. 
Our theme is “Developing and Maintaining Confidence in 
Public Utilities.” If you have a training you would like to 
offer, please follow this link to submit your abstract. 
Deadline for submittal is September 26, 2016: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MWUA_Feb_Mtg 
 That probably will be sufficient for our first “The 
Staff Report”. 
 Please always feel free to reach out to us with 
thoughts, ideas, and comments on how we can improve our 
association. Your input will never be discouraged, it will 
always be welcomed.  
 On a personal note, I would like to thank the Board 
for offering me this position. I am truly enjoying serving all 
of you in this capacity. I would also like to thank Barb 
Farrell. Her patience and kindness in helping me get 
acclimated to a new job, duties, and responsibilities has 
been incredible. She is a joy to work with. If you don’t 
really know Barb yet, please do so, you’ll not regret taking 
the time. Be well! 

exam. Make checks or money orders payable to: 
Treasurer, State of Maine. Applications must be 
postmarked no later than October 7, 2016.  

Annual Drinking Water Protection Seminar 

On September 1st we held our 10th Annual 
Drinking Water Protection Seminar with 75 people in 
attendance. The theme of this year’s seminar was “After 
Flint: It’s Not Just About Lead and Copper, It’s About 
Customer Engagement.” 

Presenter Jennifer Grant from the Maine Drinking 
Water Program emphasized that the events of Flint can 
happen anywhere and we all need to be prepared. She was 
followed by Holly Hockertlotz also from the Maine 

http://www.medwp.com
mailto:julia.kimball@maine.gov
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MWUA_Feb_Mtg
https://www.tdmgo.com/
http://www.smemaine.com/
http://tataandhoward.com/
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Drinking Water Program. Holly did a very nice job of 
informing the attendees of the importance of reviewing 
and understanding EPA’s newly released technical 
recommendations for evaluating and implementing 
optimal corrosion control. She reviewed some of the errors 
that happened in Flint that help create the disastrous results 
that the media conveyed to the public. Matt Sampson and 
Greg Pargellis from Kennebunk, Kennebunkport and 
Wells Water District reported that accurate data and 
careful reporting is essential to any water provider’s 
success. Matt also emphasized the importance of making 
sound decisions based on collection of that accurate data. 
Next, Mike Koza of the Portland Water District spoke 
quite convincingly about the potential moral obligation we 
should all embrace helping schools identify lead threats 
within their water systems. Children, as we all are aware, 
are especially vulnerable to lead within drinking water. He 
shared the course Portland Water District has implemented 
to assist schools. Jason Chadwick of E.J. Prescott gave us 
the history of “lead free “products. John Lyons of A&L 
Laboratory talked at length on proper sampling procedures 
for lead tests. He reviewed the evolution EPA’s guidance 
of lead testing criteria and EPA’s updated 3T’s guidance 
materials for private consumers. Michelle Clements of 
Portland Water District led a very informative discussion 
on the power of social media, explaining how using it will 
assist in connecting with customers to build and maintain 
public trust.  

The seminar wrapped up with a round table 
discussion with good audience participation.   

http://www.besttank.com/
http://www.verrilldana.com/
http://www.wright-pierce.com/
http://www.tighebond.com/


CONFERENCE #547                            OCTOBER 13, 2016                  SOUTH BERWICK 
 
HOST:    John Leach, Superintendent, South Berwick Water District 
 
LOCATION: Spring Hill, 117 Pond Road, South Berwick, ME 03908 
 
DIRECTIONS:    http://springhillmaine.com/directions.htm 
 

PROGRAM 
 
8:30 AM – 9:00 AM Registration & Continental Breakfast 
 
9:00 AM – 9:10 AM Introduction & Welcome to South Berwick, Maine 
                                            Perry A. Ellsworth - Town Manager 
9:10 AM – 9:30 AM Overview of South Berwick Water District 
     John Leach, Superintendent, South Berwick Water District 
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM Business Meeting 

Presentation of 2017 Budget, Frank Kearney, President and Bruce Berger 
Nominating Committee Report, Don Gobeil, Committee Chair 
Regulatory Update, Maine Drinking Water Program representative 

    
10:00AM – 10:15 AM Break 

TECHNICAL PROGRAM 
 

10:15AM – 12:15 PM Current local and statewide referendums that could have an impact on our industry 
Fluoride:  Why drink the Kool-Aid? 

    Norm Labbe, P.E., - Kennebunk, Kennebunkport & Wells Water District 
Marijuana in the Workplace 

    Daniel Walker, Esq. Chair of Legislative Practice Group - Preti Flaherty 
    Kevin Haskins, Esq., member of the Employment Law Practice Group - Preti Flaherty 

 
12:15 PM – 12:30 PM Q & A 
 
12:30 PM  Lunch  
 
Frank S. Kearney, Sr.          Justin Richardson, William Terry 
President               Program Coordinators 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

REGISTRATION FOR OCTOBER 13, 2016 BI-MONTHLY MEETING 
Please return registrations by: October 6, 2016 

2.0 DWP Training Contact Hours 
 

Name(s):____________________________________________________________________________________________   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________   
Affiliation:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                Late Registration  (after 10/6/16)

          Member       Non-Member              Member       Non-Member 
            Water Systems serving more than 4,000 Customers   ____  @    $45 = _____     $50 = _____       $55 = _____       $60 = _____ 

     Vendors / Associate Members            ____  @    $45 = _____     $50 = _____       $55 = _____        $60 = _____ 
     Water Systems serving less than 4,000 Customers      ____  @    $35 = _____     $40 = _____       $45 = _____       $50 = _____ 
   

   Total enclosed: $________  
 

  Check here if you are golfing after lunch, # of golfers: ______.   
 Or email Justin Richardson: jrichardson@kkw.org 
 Green fees are $49/person with cart (pay at the course). 
 
 

Register online at: www.mwua.org   OR   mail/fax registration to: 
Maine Water Utilities Association, 150 Capitol Street, Suite 5, Augusta, ME 04330 

Tel: (207) 623-9511;  Fax: (207) 623-9522  

The Links at Outlook Golf Course 
310 Portland Street, South Berwick, ME 03908 

http://www.outlookgolf.com/ 

initiator:info@mwua.org;wfState:distributed;wfType:email;workflowId:68d6db8eea55314dac61cf62186c968e
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