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Winter Fun

Alan Hitchcock, 2015 President
We are definitely in the Winter Season as I write this
final article as the 2015 President of MWUA. It has been
great attending meetings all around the state and meeting
people involved in the water and wastewater profession. I
have found all to be dedicated professionals who serve the
public most often without credit or recognition. The holidays
are now behind us and a long cold spell awaits. While some
in Maine can mix Construction Season with the Winter
Season, most of us are involved in thawing water services and
fixing main breaks.
The Legislature will be in session in January, but
hopefully only for limited issues. As always Jeff and the
Association will be keeping a close eye on these issues and
informing the membership as necessary. This past year was
an eventful one with several important legislative issues
coming up. Thanks to all who appeared in committee
hearings, commented on legislation, and attended meetings
with legislators and regulators to continue to represent and
advocate for our members.
A final Strategic Planning Session was held
December 15, 2015 at the Nixon Center at the Portland Water
District, with three participants on the telephone or via
GoToMeeting. Discussions centered on finalizing five major
areas of interest including Legislative/Regulatory
Advocacy, Relationships, Future Continued Success of
Committees, Communications, and Sustainability of the
Organization. Short and long term goals and plans were
discussed and coalesced into a final product. The efforts of
all are appreciated, especially Director Jim Wallace of the
Portland Water District and several others whose inputs were
instrumental in finalizing this plan.
A small group representing the MWUA and
MEWEA met with Governor LePage on December 18,
2015. Alan Hitchcock, Caribou Utilities District, MWUA
2015 President; Frank Kearney, Presque Isle Utilities
District, MWUA 2016 President; Jeff McNelly, MWUA
Executive Director; Scott Firmin, Portland Water District,
MEWEA 2016 President; Matt Timberlake, Ted Berry
Company, MEWEA 2016 Vice President; Aubrey Strause,
Verdant Water, PLLC, MEWEA Past President. The
topic of the meeting was potential changes in EPA/DEP

delegation. The Governor assured the participants that he
was well aware of all delegation issues and that he would
be supporting only positive changes if any are made.
The several committees have worked diligently in
planning for the expanded February Meeting and Trade Show
in Portland. It seems that all of this planning has paid off and
the new trade show will be bigger and better than ever. I plan
to attend and urge you and your employees to as well.
As this article appears in the newsletter, I will be
spending some time where winter is a bit warmer. It has been
a pleasure to serve on the board of the Maine Water Utilities
Association and as its President for 2015. My thanks to Jeff,
Barb and all the Directors, Committee Members, and
Members for their help and support.

The December Meeting
Once the fog cleared, the York Golf and Tennis
Club, with a beautiful view of the York River, offered a
picture perfect setting for the December Bi-Monthly
Meeting.
York Town Manager Stephen Burns welcomed us
to town and provided an interesting snapshot of the history
of York.
Superintendent Don Neumann provided a
comprehensive overview of the system. He highlighted
recent major accomplishments including treatment,
distribution and storage projects. The river crossing
project was particularly interesting.
The Annual Committee Reports, presented by
each of the committee chairs, highlighted all the work the
committees have achieved throughout the year. Very little
could be accomplished without their commitment and
involvement.
Ken Wagner and Ryan Lynch provided very
informative and interesting discussions of the lake aeration
and circulation project that was designed and implemented
to optimize the water quality of Chases Pond. Wagner led
off with a review of the various treatment scenarios that he
has been involved with and Ryan discussed the particular
details associated with their in-lake treatment system.
Gary Stevens, York Water District’s Resource
Protection Manager, and Robin Kerr, Conservation
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Coordinator at Mt. Agamenticus Conservation Region, wrapped up the
morning with a presentation that highlighted how they balance
recreation and protection of water quality in the source of supply
watershed.
Following a delicious meal, several ATV enthusiasts joined in
on a tour of the York watershed led by Gary Stevens. The weather
cooperated and a good time was had by all.

February Meeting & Trade Show Will Be a Three-Day Event
MWUA’s 90th Annual February Meeting and Trade Show will
be three days this year beginning on Monday, February 8th and running
through Wednesday, February 10th, 2016 at the Holiday Inn by the
Bay, in Portland, Maine. Once again, the conference will be
cosponsored by NEWWA and Maine Water Environment Association
(MEWEA). New this year is a dedicated training area on the Trade
Show Floor to showcase new product technologies.
The Trade Show Meet and Greet with chowder and beverages
will be held on Monday, from 3:30 PM to 5:30 p.m. The Business
Luncheon will be held on Tuesday from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. There
will be a variety of sessions available on all three days to include
classroom sessions, new product technologies, and tours of the Portland
Water District’s Wastewater Treatment Facility and the Sebago Lake
Water Treatment Facility.
The conference brochure and online registration is available at
www.mwua.org, and the registration form is included on pages 6 and 7
of this newsletter. Please register by January 29th to take advantage of
the early registration discounts! Alternatives to registering online
include faxing, emailing or mailing the registration form. We hope to
see you on Portland in February!

New Hampshire Water Works Association is Looking For an
Executive Director/Chief Operating Officer
New Hampshire Water Works Association (NHWWA), a nonprofit 501c professional organization, with a membership of 350 and an
annual operating budget of $175,000 is searching for a fulltime (2,000
hours/year) Executive Director/Chief Operating Officer. NHWWA’s
membership is comprised of municipal-owned, investor-owned, and
privately-owned water utilities/companies representing several hundred
operators, and other professionals, and engineers, hydrogeologists,
consultants, materials and equipment distributors, regulators and others
in the public drinking water profession. NHWWA’s mission is to
“improve public water supply service in the state of NH by discussion
of all water supply issues and problems, inspection of water works
facilities, provision of education and training, and action to improve the
position of, as well as the service rendered by, operators, managers, and
water works persons.”
The duties of the available position include; day to day
operation and management of the association, training, membership
outreach and support, developing and implementing training programs
for operators and other professionals, developing and administering
technical meetings, symposiums, trade show, and governmental affairs
and legislative advocacy.
Starting salary is commensurate with education and experience.
Benefit package includes two weeks paid vacation, and generous
contribution toward health insurance. Selected candidate will begin
work April 1, 2016. For additional information contact: Stephen Del
Deo, Executive Director, at nhwwa@worldpath.net, website
www.nhwwa.org.
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Windows 10: Upgrade or Not?
Likely many of you have seen the box come across
your screen enticing you to upgrade to Windows 10. Some
would say it’s the greatest thing since sliced bread. Here at
the office, we have upgraded the mother ship and one of the
laptops. Aside from a compatibility glitch with Outlook that
was easily fixed, it’s working fine on the main PC. The
Executive Director upgraded his laptop and encountered
issues with applications not working and other nuances.
Bottom line, if you are not happy, you only have 30 days to
go back to Windows 7. It’s a straight forward, painless
process and the word on the street is that Windows 7 will be
supported until the 2020 timeframe.
We were also concerned with Windows 10’s
compatibility with Office 2013, but it appears that 10 is
compatible with Office 2007 and later.
So do your research, be brave and despair not if the
outcome isn’t quite what you expected.

Board Approves Assumption of Lancaster
Scholarship
In 2001 the Bangor Water District established the
Peter A. Lancaster Memorial Fund in recognition of Peter
Lancaster, a key employee who passed away at an early age.
The purpose of the fund is to provide financial aid to
graduating high school students from the communities
served by the district who are going on to post-secondary
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education.
The district recently asked the MWUA
Directors if there was an interest in assuming the
Lancaster Fund and perhaps merging the existing
MWUA scholarship into the fund. The Lancaster
Scholarship Fund is a 501(c)(3) program, whereas the
association’s scholarship fund is not.
The Public Awareness Committee (PAC), which
manages the association’s existing fund, has been
evaluating the details associated with such a merger. In
recommending to the Directors that the association
assume the scholarship, they felt that one of the benefits
would be that fundraising will become much easier by
being able to offer supporters the tax benefits of
donating to the 501(c)(3) program.
At the December Board meeting, the Directors
voted unanimously to assume the scholarship. The name
of the existing 501(c)(3) will need to be changed, and
the by-laws will be revised to suit MWUA’s needs. A
Board of Directors will be established to manage the
affairs of the fund. While this new Board will be
responsible for raising funds, the PAC plans to continue
in its current role as a major fundraiser at MWUA
events such as the February Trade Show and the August
Golf and Lobster Bake events.
The association appreciates all the work the
Bangor Water District has undertaken to establish and
manage the fund to date, and their willingness to turn
that scholarship fund over to MWUA.
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It is expected that the paperwork necessary to
complete the transition will be completed over the next few
months.

Mercer New DEP Chief
At his January 11th confirmation hearing for
appointment as the Commissioner of the Department of
Environmental Protection, Paul E. Mercer of Penobscot
won the unanimous support of the Environment and Natural
Resources Committee.
The following day the Maine Senate, in a
unanimous vote, approved the appointment. Mercer, a
graduate of the Maine Maritime Academy who serves as a
senior administrator at MMA, has extensive experience in
the private sector on energy and waste issues.
Several people testified in support of his
nomination at the confirmation hearing. Interim DEP
Commissioner Avery Day characterized Mercer as one who
has “the temperament to successfully lead” the agency.
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