MAINE
WATER
NEWS
March 2009

A Publication of the Maine Water Utilities Association

Maine WARN & Other Updates
John B. Storer, P.E., President
Got WARN??? Would you like to join? Ever heard of it?
A hot topic for both water and wastewater utilities should
be Maine’s WARN effort. ‘WARN’ is an acronym for
Water and Wastewater Agency Response Network, which
is basically an intrastate mutual aid system based on the
premise of “utilities helping utilities”.
Events such as 9/11, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
in 2005, and severe flooding throughout the country in
2007 demonstrated that, during times of crisis, water and
wastewater utilities should look to one another, instead of
the federal government, for assistance. EPA specifically
stated that “the mission of WARN is to provide expedited
access to specialized resources needed to respond to and
recover from natural and human caused events that
disrupt public and private drinking water and wastewater
utilities.”
So where do things stand in Maine? A Steering
Committee was formed in late 2007, tasked with bringing
a Maine WARN system to life.
The Committee
immediately got to work and even received an
Environmental Merit Award from EPA Region 1 in April
2008 for their efforts. A Mutual Aid Agreement (MAA)
was developed and subjected to intense legal review to
identify any issues or liability concerns for a utility to
leave their territorial boundary to go provide assistance to
another location. The State Attorney General’s Office
even weighed in to make sure we understood how Maine’s
Tort Claims Act would cover utilities. I don’t claim to be
an attorney, but all those legal issues were finally
addressed and Maine ended 2008 as the 36th State to
formally adopt a WARN MAA.
To date the Steering Committee has finalized the
MAA and an Operational Plan; now our goal is to develop
a website and get the message out to all the utilities. It’s
important to note that Maine WARN is not an association
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or an organization, it’s simply an agreement. You can join
simply by signing on. We want you!!!
There is no cost to join the Maine WARN. If you
become a member there is no commitment or obligation to
implement the WARN. It is entirely voluntarily. You
may ask for emergency assistance or provide assistance at
your discretion. If assistance is provided or requested, the
operational plan predetermines how costs, responsibilities,
etc. are shared.
Some key highlights or features are:
• Get help from other utilities when an emergency occurs;
• No obligation to respond – voluntary program;
• Cost reimbursement will be provided for assistance
provided to another water or wastewater utility;
• Streamlined FEMA (Federal Emergency Management
Agency) reimbursement for covered damages and
emergency response activities;
• Quick and organized access to additional resources
(heavy equipment, generators, personnel, etc.);
• An online database of other utilities’ resources; and
• Private and public water and wastewater systems may
participate.
By the time of this publication we should have
developed a “Welcome Packet” for new utilities. Keep
your eyes peeled for www.MEWARN.org. But until that
site is up and running please check in with the MWUA
home office or website. You will have several training
opportunities in 2009 on Maine WARN through MWUA,
MRWA, and MWWCA.
Special thanks need to go to Norm Labbe from
Kennebunk, Kennebunkport & Wells Water District and
Andrea Powers from the Town of Washburn. They were
the first two Maine WARN chairs, and we wouldn’t have
reached this point without their guidance and leadership.
On to a few other items. Please keep your eyes
peeled for MWUA’s inaugural Drinking Water Week
newspaper supplement. Drinking Water Week 2009 is
scheduled to run May 3 thru May 9, and our newspaper
supplement should start to appear in all 7 of Maine’s daily
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(continued from Page 1)
papers beginning Friday, May 1. Thanks to the Public
Awareness Committee for educating people to the
importance of safe drinking water. They are definitely
meeting their mission by making the ‘public aware’.
We just successfully completed our 83rd February
Meeting and Trade Show.
A few ‘tweaks’ were
implemented this year with the addition of a well-attended
Energy Conclave on the second day. Education sessions
continue to be well-attended and provide diverse
opportunities for our operators to pick up valued TCH’s.
Please rest assured that work is already well underway to
make the 84th Show even better. You may notice that
“February” was omitted when referring to the 84th Show.
There is a chance the date could be moved. MWUA
continues to seek partnering opportunities for training
with our wastewater brothers and sisters and perhaps a
joint show is in the future!!?? Stay tuned!
Lastly, some numbers seem to be coming forward
on the drinking water front from President Obama’s
stimulus package, more formally known as the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). According to
Andy Begin, Chief Engineer at the Maine Drinking Water
Program, the DWP received an extra $18.72 million for
their SRF in 2009 through the ARRA. Of this amount,
$9.75 million must be in the form of principal forgiveness.
Combined with their regular 2009 Capitalization Grant &
State Match of $7.4 million, and the ‘revolving’ money of
$12 million, they expect to have access to approximately
$38.1 million for 2009 SRF projects.

Education and Operations Committee

The February Meeting
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Once again, the trek was made to Portland for the
annual February Meeting and Trade Show. With the
economy being what it is there was a good deal of
speculation and even some angst as to how things might
go. The format of the conference had been changed and
the Program Committee and Directors were curious to see
how successful that might or might not be.
The conference changes included an adjustment of
trade show hours, and splitting the two days up so that
there was opportunity for attendees to avail themselves of
training and the trade show on either day. There was a
conscious and focused effort to bring substantive
information to the profession on the infrastructure and
energy fronts.
The verdict? Some people liked it and some
people were not so enamored with it. The February
Meeting needs to meet the needs of the members – and
those demographics are changing. Things that were
learned this year will be incorporated and the foundation
will be built on. The committee and Directors are already
well underway in this effort. Watch for developing news.
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Third Legislative Breakfast a Success
On February 4th the Maine Wastewater Control
Association, the New England Water Environment
Association and MWUA sponsored a breakfast for
members of the Maine Legislature. The focus of the
meeting was the need for water and wastewater
infrastructure upgrade and replacement and, specifically,
the gap between the need and current funding levels.
MWWCA President Tom Wiley, NEWEA Government
Affairs Chair Adam Yanulis and MWUA President John
Storer each did an excellent job of describing the activities
the organizations are involved in to move this important
initiative forward.
Paul Rodriguez, who played a large role in
organizing the event and served as moderator, fielded a
variety of questions from Maine’s lawmakers. It was
obvious, from the dialogue, that the legislators appreciate
the importance of Maine’s water and wastewater facilities.
This opportunity to present the facts to new
representatives and reinforce our message with veteran
legislators will pay dividends in the future.
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Operator Positions Open on the Coast

In Memoriam - Eddie J. Lapointe
Eddie J. Lapointe, 85, formerly of Sanford, died
Tuesday, January 27, 2009, at Penobscot Bay Medical
Center in Rockport, after a brief illness. He was born in
Sanford on March 9, 1923, and was educated in Sanford
schools He was a World War II, U S Army veteran.
Eddie married Lillian C. Senechal on July 13,
1946, in Sanford, where the couple made their home until
moving to South Thomaston in 2002. He worked as a
Foreman with the Sanford Water District for more than 20
years.
He was a longtime member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Thomas W. Cole American Legion Post
No. 19, and a 4th degree life member of the Knights of
Columbus.
Eddie enjoyed playing cribbage, golfing and
fishing; spending time with his family was of utmost
importance to him.
He is survived by his wife of 62 years of South
Thomaston, three daughters and their husbands,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and nieces and
nephews.

Currently there are two positions open for
operators, one of them being at the Great Salt Bay
Sanitary District in Damariscotta (GSBSD) and the other
being at the Passamaquoddy Water District in Eastport.
The GSBSD opening is for a full time operator to
work in both the water and the wastewater divisions. The
successful candidate is required to develop competence as
a licensed professional through training provided by the
district.
The Passamaquoddy job is for a Class IV Plant
Operator. A four-year technical degree is preferred, as is
prior experience working in a water treatment plant. A
valid class IV operator’s license or ability to obtain one
within 18 months of hire is required.
Additional specific details for both jobs can be
found on the MWUA website at:
http://www.mwua.org/employment_opportunity.htm

Maine Fish and Wildlife Magazine Now on Line
Growing up in Maine, it was always a good day
when the Maine Fish & Wildlife Magazine showed up in
the mailbox. This periodical, which is published four
times a year by IF&W’s Public Information and Education
Division, is full of interesting articles on Maine’s critters.
Not only is it of interest to younger folks, but it contains
much information that the more seasoned reader will
enjoy.
Check it out at
http://www.state.me.us/ifw/magazine/index.htm.
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record and manage data on spreadsheets and to perform
other computer related functions. For a number of months
the Education and Operations Committee has been
discussing the need for basic computer training. This
training would introduce operators and others to what can
be perceived as foreign, mysterious, or even scary - and
then dispel those concerns.
The committee has succeeded in their venture.
Introduction to Computers for Water &
Wastewater System Operators will cover the basics and
more. It is being held as a series of four, 3 - hour sessions
at three of the Community College locations: in Auburn,
Bangor and Calais. Completion of the course will not
make one an expert, but it will provide the tools needed to
drive the technology.
Each student will have access to a computer,
which means space is limited. A training manual is also
included and the price is a bargain. Brochures have been
mailed out; the information can also be found on the
website at www.mwua.org.
Register early to avoid being disappointed.

Introduction to Computers Sessions to be
Featured in Three Locations
With increasing frequency, system operators are
being asked to rely on laptops to access system records, to
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Water Bills Dominate Legislative
Happenings
Fourteen pieces of legislation, all having to do
with water, are expected to be dealt with in the Maine
Legislature this session.
The bills share many similarities but, for the most
part, they deal with two fundamental issues: who owns

the water and who gets to use the water?
Many, if not most, of the provisions of the
bills printed target efforts of Poland Spring to access
groundwater supplies in Southern Maine and then
transport that water to their bottling facilities.
LD 55 An Act to Prohibit the Commercial Sale of
Water by a Water District and LD 238 An Act Regarding
Consumer-owned Water Utilities and Contracts for Water
Extraction and for the Sale of Water were recently heard
by the Utilities and Energy Committee. Work sessions
have been held and the committee is still in deliberations.
It appears that the purpose of LD 55 is to provide
for additional review or regulation of the commercial sale
of water by a water district to an entity outside of its
territory.
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LD 238 was specifically submitted in response to
the aborted attempt of Poland Spring and the Kennebunk,
Kennebunkport & Wells Water District to enter into a
partnership for the sale of spring water owned by KKW.
This bill would require a public hearing and majority
approval of voters, through a referendum process, for any
“extraordinary contract”. The definition of “extraordinary
contract” would include some very ordinary customers of
many water utilities.
Two other bills that have recently been printed
would grant municipalities more authority over
groundwater extraction. Yet another printed would place
groundwater in the “public trust”, i.e. transfer

ownership from the landowner to the state.
MWUA representatives recently met with both
Democrat and Republican Leadership. There had been
some discussion of combining the bills into one vehicle or
having a study group meet between sessions and come
back during the Second Session with a recommendation.
Given all that is happening, it has been decided that the
bills would all be referred to committee (probably the
Natural Resources Committee) and that each would have a
hearing.
The association will continue to follow these
legislative initiatives and make every effort to minimize
the collateral damage.
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CONFERENCE NO. 502

April 9, 2009

Richmond

Host: Richmond Utilities District, Mike Broadbent, Superintendent
Location: The Old Goat – 33 Main Street in Richmond. (207) 737-4628
PROGRAM

7:30 - 8:30

Breakfast and Registration

8:30 - 8:45

Introduction - Welcome to Richmond
Jay Robbins – Richmond Historian

8:45 - 9:00

Regulatory update – Roger Crouse - Director ME DWP
TECHNICAL PROGRAM

9:00 - 9:10

History & System Overview
Mike Broadbent – Richmond Utilities District Superintendent

9:10 -9:30

Legislative Update

9:30-10:45

Current Issues with Fire Protection Systems-Manager/Operator Forum
1. Commercial Fire Protection Systems
2. Residential Fire Protection Systems
Break

10:45-11:00
11:00-12:30

Forum Continued …
3. Disconnection of Fire Protection
4. Backflow Prevention and Fire Protection Systems

12:30 - 2:00

Lunch Buffet and Awards Presentation.

John Storer
President

Brian Tarbuck, Jeff LaCasse, Mike Broadbent & Rick Anair
Program Coordinators
3.0 Training Contact Hours will be granted for this session. (Pending approval)

PLEASE RETURN RESERVATIONS BY WEDNESDAY, April 1ST, 2009
PREPAYMENT IS APPRECIATED. RESERVATIONS MUST BE HONORED.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Registration form for MWUA April 9th, 2009 Membership Meeting
Name: _________________________________________ Company Name: _________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________City _______________________State________ Zip________
Telephone ___________________________ Fax _______________________ Email___________________________________

Water Systems serving more than 4000 Customers

$40

Water Systems serving less than 4000 Customers

$30
Total enclosed: _______________

Note: Attendance will be limited to 70 people.
Maine Water Utilities Association • P.O. Box P • Waldoboro, ME 04572-0917 • TEL (207) 832-2263 • FAX (207) 832- 2265
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WALDOBORO, ME 04572-0917
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